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ADEN. 22 Mar.—Yemen. It was announced that the Government 
had protested to the Yemen Government after a camel raid by Dham 
tribesmen on the Seiah Hadrami tribe in Quaiti State in the eastern 
Aden Protectorate. The raiders were intercepted on their return 
guards of the Hadrami Bedouin Legion, and lost two killed and four 
captured. One legionaire was killed. 


ALBANIA. 21 Mar.—New Albanian Minister to Yugoslavia (see 
Yugoslavia). 


AUSTRALIA. 29 Mar.—Balance of Payments. Official figures for 
the first six months of 1953-4 showed a fall in the balance of payments 
from £A79 m. in the same period of 1952-3 to {Aso m. Imports 
increased by £A67 m. and exports by £34 m. The figures showed an 
adverse balance with both the sterling and dollar areas but a sub- 
stantial surplus with the non-dollar, non-sterling area. 

31 Mar.—Disarmament. Mr Casey, Minister for External Affairs, 
urged an early meeting of the U.N. Disarmament Commission to dis- 
cuss the control of atomic weapons. 


BECHUANALAND. 22 Mar.—The United Kingdom Government 
announced that it had agreed on financial aid for the Protectorate until 
it could support its own social services. It was hoped that funds from 
colonial development and welfare services would be available. 


BENELUX. 27 Mar.—A conference in Brussels of the Benelux Ministers 
agreed to the early restoration of free capital transfers between the 
Netherlands and the Belgo-Luxembourg economic union. Specified 
imports from the dollar area were to be freed for the Benelux countries, 
restrictions remaining on only a few products. The Ministers agreed on 
the need for further liberalization of international trade. 


BRAZIL. 24 Mar.—The British firm, Metropolitan Vickers, signed j 


a £7 m. contract for the supply of rolling stock to the Central Railway of 
Brazil. Approximately 60 per cent of the order was financed by an 
International Bank loan of $12-5 m. to the Brazilian Government, re- 
payable in dollars. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 29 Mar.—People’s Progressive Party. The 
police raided a printing plant in Georgetown and seized pamphlets, 
posters, and a booklet published by the P.P.P. 


BRITISH HONDURAS. 19 Mar.—New Constitution. The Legislative 
Council passed, with only minor amendments, the Bill to establish a new 
Constitution (see p. 163). 

29 Mar.—Inquiry Findings. Sir Reginald Sharp announced the 
findings of his inquiry into allegations that the People’s United Party 
had contacts in Guatemala, or with its representatives in 


found that the P.U.P. had contacts with the Guatemalan Government 
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and had received from it money and promises of money, and that it 
had supplied information on which broadcasts from the Guatemalan 
Government station were based. 


BURMA. 21 Mar.—Chinese Nationalists. It was announced that 
Burmese Government troops had recaptured the main headquarters of 
the Chinese Nationalist forces at Monghsat in the southern Shan states. 


CANADA. 31 Mar.—Japan. A Canadian-Japanese trade agreement, 
ensuring unconditional most-favoured-nation treatment to their com- 
mon trade, was signed in Ottawa. Canada reserved the right to establish 
special valucs for duty on imports from Japan coming in ‘in such in- 
creased quantities and under such conditions’ as would, or might, 
seriously injure Canadian producers. The agreement allowed either 
country to impose temporary discriminatory import and exchange 
restrictions if required by the balance of payments, provided the 
restrictions did not discriminate between Canada and other dollar 
countries or countries with convertible currencies. The agreement 
would continue to apply if the G.A.T.T. were applied between Canada 
and Japan. 


CHINA. 23 Mar.—It was learned from the Chinese Communist 
newspaper, Kwangming Daily, that the Chinese Ministries of Labour 
and the Interior had issued a directive on 12 March ordering measures 
to deter the migration of peasants to the cities which had resulted from 
grain shortages. The directive had said that the situation was becoming 
serious in certain areas and that the migration would lead to ‘social 
chaos’ and affect spring sowings if steps were not taken. (The Peking 
People’s Daily had reported that about 100 m. of the rural population 
were suffering from either famine or a grain shortage). 


EGYPT. 18 Mar.—Anglo-Egyptian Negotiations. President Nagib 
stated that he was ‘not eager’ to reopen talks with the British on the 
Canal Zone. If they came with better terms he would accept them, but 
he would not make any overture. 

The British military authorities denied exaggerated reports in the 
Egyptian press that inhabitants in the Canal Zone had been terrorized. 
They stated that following the murder of two British service men on 
15 March the Egyptian police had refused to co-operate in an investiga- 
tion, and precautionary measures, restricted to the minimum necessary 
for investigation and restoration of order, had been adopted. 

19 Mar.—Canal Zone. Further incidents occurred in one of which a 
British officer was fatally wounded. 

The British Ambassador called on Gen. Nagib and made urgent 
presentations concerning the continuing attacks on British military 
personnel in the Canal Zone. 

20 Mar.—Saudi Arabia. King Saud of Saudi Arabia arrived on an 
oficial visit to Egypt. In a statement to the press he announced that 
Saudi Arabia had refused military aid from the United States. 
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Egypt (continued) 

Five time-bombs exploded during the day in different parts of Cairo, 
Damage was slight and nobody was hurt. Widespread arrests were carried 
out, especially among Muslim Brotherhood members. 

22 Mar.—Canal Zone. Mr Eden on disorders and suspension of 
Anglo-Egyptian negotiations (see Great Britain). 

The British Ambassador delivered a Note informing the Government 
of the suspension of Anglo-Egyptian discussions and demanding the 
various measures specified by Mr Eden in his statement. 

Iraq and Turco-Pakistan Pact. A spokesman of the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry stated that Mahmoud Fawzi, Foreign Minister, had 
informed Mr Jefferson Caffery, United States Ambassador, that Egypt 
would disapprove of any attempts to obtain the adherence of Iraq to the 
Turco-Pakistan pact. 

U.S.S.R. The Government announced that the Egyptian Legation 
in Moscow and the Soviet Legation in Cairo had been raised to the 
status of Embassies with a view to strengthening relations. 

23 Mar.—President Nagib declared that Egypt would not resume 
the Anglo-Egyptian discussions ‘except on the basis of complete accept- 
ance of all our rights’. 

25 Mar.—The Revolutionary Council announced its decision to 
allow the political parties to function again immediately and to transfer 
sovereignty to a freely elected Constituent Assembly on 24 July. It said 
that all citizens would enjoy full political rights. 

Muslim Brotherhood. Dr Hassan Hodeiby, Supreme Guide of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, and several hundred other members of the 
Brotherhood were released from arrest. 

Resignation. Dr Abdel Gelil Emary, Finance Minister, resigned for 
health reasons. 

Threat to Regime. A group of young officers issued a statement 
threatening to kill President Nagib and other members of the Revo- 
lutionary Council if officials of the Farouk regime were returned to 
power. 

26 Mar.—Mustapha Nahas. Mustapha Nahas, former Wafd Prime 
Minister, was released from house arrest. 

Demonstrations. Minor demonstrations occurred in the working- 
class Shubra district of Cairo, mostly by members of the Liberation 
Rally. The demonstrators shouted slogans in favour of Colonel Nasser, 
and denounced the decision for the dissolution of the Council of the 
Revolution on 24 July. A home-made bomb was exploded without 
causing casualties. Six persons were arrested. 

The general assembly of the Egyptian Bar demanded that the 
Council of the Revolution should dissolve itself immediately and that 
the officer members should return to their barracks with a vote o! 
thanks from Egypt for their services. : 

Al Goumhouria, the organ of the Council of the Revolution, printed 
an article in which it was stated that the decision of 25 March had been 
decided in the Council by a vote of 13 to 8. Gen. Nagib had abstained. 

27 Mar.—Political Crisis. Major Amin Shaker, assistant to Lieut 
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Col. Nasser, the deputy Prime Minister, issued a statement on behalf 
of the Revolutionary Council in which he said that Gen. Nagib had 
‘played into the hands of the subversive elements who wished to restore 
the old regime and who opposed a settlement of the Anglo-Egyptian 
Suez Canal dispute’. He said that to preserve unity and co-operation 
the Council had accepted Gen. Nagib’s return, but instead of standing 
by the agreement he had worked against the best interests of the country. 

Clashes took place at the universities between pro-Nagib and pro- 
Nasser supporters, and bus and tram drivers started a strike in protest 
against the revival of the political parties. Supporters of the Wafd Party 


| demonstrated in favour of Gen. Nagib. 


28 Mar.—The Cairo police officers’ club passed a resolution of sup- 
port for Colonel Nasser and his colleagues. Demonstrators stoned the 
offices of the Wafd newspaper, A/ Misry, which was supporting Gen. 
Nagib. 

ieeaheeatel of the Revolutionary Council and civilian Cabinet 
Ministers met and after being in session all day adjourned without an 
oficial announcement. Both Gen. Nagib and Colonel Nasser subse- 
quently had a long talk with King Saud of Saudi Arabia at which 
Major-Gen. Amer, Commander-in-Chief, was also present. 

29 Mar.—Soviet veto of resolution on Israeli-Egyptian dispute (see 
United Nations, Security Council). 

King Saud of Saudi Arabia left Egypt. 

Political Crisis. Strikes and demonstrations continued in Cairo. A 
crowd broke into the offices of the Council of State and attacked Dr 
Abdul Razzak al-Sanhoury, the President, who shot two of his assail- 
ants. Major-Gen. Amer, Commander-in-Chief, proclaimed a ‘state of 
siege’ and brought more troops into Cairo. 

After further meetings of the Council of the Revolution with civilian 
Cabinet Ministers a statement was issued announcing: (1) that the 
execution of the decisions of 5 March and 25 March was postponed 
until the end of the transition period; and (2) that an advisory national 
assembly would be immediately set up on which all classes, organiza- 
tions, and provinces would be represented. The formation and powers 
of this assembly would be defined by law. 

The Minister of the Interior, Colonel Zakaria Mohieddin, issued an 
order banning demonstrations. After a visit by Colonel Nasser, the 
strike leaders agreed to call off the bus and tram drivers’ strike. 

31 Mar.—Major Khaled Mohieddin, a member of the Council of 
the Revolutionary Command, was reported to be under arrest. (He 
ad led, or been in close touch with, the officers of the cavalry corps 
who had opposed the dismissal of Gen. Nagib in January). 

British statement on employment of Germans by Egyptian Ministry 
of War and Marine (see Great Britain). 


FORMOSA. 22 Mar. 


Presidential Election. Gen. Chiang Kai-shek 


Was re-elected president of Nationalist China for a second six-year term. 
He won on the second ballot by 1,507 votes to 48, having failed to obtain 
the required half of the votes necessary to secure election at the first 
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Formosa (continued) 
ballot. His Democratic Socialist opponent said that he put forward his 
nomination only to demonstrate that democracy was working in Formosa, 
23 Mar.—Burma. The Government protested to the United Nations 
about Burmese attacks on Chinese guerrillas. 
24 Mar.—Gen. Chen Cheng, the Chinese Nationalist Prime Minister, 
was elected Vice-Premier for a six-year term in place of Li Tsung-Jen 
(in America). 


FRANCE. 18 Mar. et seq. French settlements in India: demand for 
integration (see India). 

E.D.C. In replies to questions on the European Defence Community 
put by the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Assembly, the Government 
stated that an alternative arrangement with the E.D.C. countries had 
not been followed (1) because none of the alternatives seemed to meet 
the conditions laid down by Parliament in February 1952, and (2) 
because it would be difficult to reopen negotiations on a treaty of which 
three of the signatories had nearly completed ratification. There would 
also be the risk that certain essential parts of the treaty would be called 
in question. In reply to the question what additional military effort would 
be required by N.A.T.O. members to cover the military vacuum in 
Germany if the treaty were rejected, the answer was that from twelve to 
fifteen extra divisions would have to be raised, thereby involving 
additional financial sacrifices and an appreciable lengthening of military 
service in many countries. A further consequence would be the difficult 
position in which France would find herself when, in view of the unani- 
mous recognition of the need for a German defence contribution, her 
partners insisted that Germany should be admitted to N.A.T.O. Nothing 
could stop Germany from applying for admission to N.A.T.O., but 
when she did so the French Parliament would have complete power to 
gauge the timeliness of granting the application. In any case the French 
position within N.A.T.O. as a member of the three-Power standing 
group would not be changed by the E.D.C. treaty coming into force. Any 
attempt to apply restrictions to Germany as a member of N.A.T.0. 
would encounter extreme difficulties and if these could be overcome the 
resulting system would be less satisfactory than that envisaged by E.D.C. 

The Government questioned the statement of M. Moch, the rap- 
porteur, that within two years of the E.D.C. treaty coming into force 
Germany would be able to raise twice as many divisions as France. It 
said this argument was based on extremely hypothetical figures and that 
in any case financial limitations would probably affect the carrying out 
even of the initial plans of the community. On the other hand the main- 
tenance of an equilibrium between German military power and that of 
her western neighbours would become much more serious for France if 
Germany were free to develop her military power as she would be under 
the Atlantic or any other system of alliances. 

Replying to the assertion that the establishment of E.D.C. would lead 
to the reconstitution of the German army and general staff, the Govern- 
ment pointed out that under the treaty German forces would be inde- 
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ndent neither in armaments nor supply organization, and the 
would be neither trained, commanded, paid, nor embodied as a result of 
purely German decisions. Moreover it was provided that no army corps 
of homogeneous nationality could be established without the unanimous 
agreement of the Council of Ministers of the community. Finally the 
Government pointed out that if the Federal Republic should repudiate 
its obligations under the treaty the three-Power declaration of 27 May 
1952 concerning a threat to security would enter into force, and Germany 
would lose the benefits of the Bonn treaty and revert to the regime of the 
occupation statute. 

20 Mar.—Military Budget. The Assembly adopted the military 
budget, totalling 1,110,000 m. francs, by 403 votes to 203 (Communists 
and Socialists). The amount excluded 335,000 m. of U.S. aid. 

Chief of Staff’s visit to U.S.A. (see United States). 

21 Mar.—Coal and Steel Community. It was announced that the 
High Authority of the European Coal and Steel Community had agreed 
to share with the Government the cost—about £1 m.—of moving 5,000 
redundant coal miners and their families from southern France to the 
Lorraine coalfields during the next three years. 

22 Mar.—Indian protest re French settlements (see India). 

23 Mar.—Germany. The Government issued a statement saying 
that it was France’s wish that Germany should sign the additional 
protocols to the European Defence Community (see Vol. 1X p. 389) 
before there could be any question of recognizing the validity of the 
German constitutional amendments authorizing rearmament. 

25 Mar.—Viet-Nam. Prince Buu Loc left for Saigon to report to 
Emperor Bao Dai on the Franco-Viet-Namese negotiations. 

26 Mar.—Communism. Security agents claimed to have arrested 
four leaders of a Spanish Communist underground organization operat- 
ing in France. 

27 Mar.—E.D.C. Marshal Juin, N.A.T.O. Commander of the 
Central European sector, declared in a speech at Auxerre that the 
additional protocols to the E.D.C. treaty were insufficient and that what 
was needed was an alternative solution. 

28 Mar.—Indian statement on Pondicherry (see [ndia). 

30 Mar.—Tax Reform Bill. The Assembly passed by 320 votes to 
245 a tax reform Bill of which the main provisions were: an increase of 
from 34 to 36 per cent in the company profits tax; the raising of the tax- 
free allowance from 180,000 francs to 220,000 (£220); a further 10 per 
cent allowance for professional expenses; and, in place of the produc- 
tion tax, a tax for manufacturers of 16-85 per cent on ‘added value’, i.e. 
the difference between the purchase price of the raw materials or other 
components and the selling price of the finished article. 

French Settlements in India. Suspension of officials (see India). 

31 Mar.—Marshal Juin. In a speech to reserve officers in Paris, 
Marshal Juin declared that he had stated his opinion at Auxerre (on 
27 March) in order to dissipate ‘an intolerable misunderstanding which 
had long been fostered’, by which everyone quoted only so much of 
his opinions as favoured their own point of view. He said every French 
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France (continued) 
Government had known what his opinions were and he had taken the 
step to ‘avoid a conspiracy of silence before the country’. 

E.D.C. Treaty. The head of the west German diplomatic mission in 
Paris deposited at the Quai d’Orsay the instrument of ratification of the 
European Defence Community treaty. M. Schumann, Under Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs, told the German representatives that France would 
not consider ratification complete until Germany had signed the addi- 
tional protocols. 


GERMANY. 18 Mar.—East Germany. Ministerial Change. Her: 
Laabs was appointed Minister of Education in place of Frau Else 
Zaisser. 

West Germany. Visit of Dr Adenauer to Turkey (see Turkey). 

Amendment of the Basic Law. The three western High Com- 
missioners informed the Federal Government in a letter that the 
amendment of the Basic Law (see p. 137) would need the express 
approval of the High Commission before it could enter into force. 

19 Mar.—The Bundesrat (Upper House) approved by 26 votes out of 
38 the amendments to the Basic Law, passed by the Bundestag on 
26 February, authorizing the raising of troops and the introduction of 
conscription. The delegates of six of the nine Lander approved the amend- 
ments; Hesse voted against and Bremen and Lower Saxony abstained 
(these three having Social Democratic majorities). 

z0 Mar.—East Germany. ‘I'he town hall of Wittstock, near Pots- 
dam, in which the local Socialist Unity Party headquarters was situated, 
was destroyed by fire during the night of 19-20 March. The east 
German Press later blamed ‘Fascist bandits’ for the incident. 

21 Mar.—Turco-German talks (see Turkey). 

West Germany. New Trade Union. A new right-wing trade union, 
sponsored by the Free Democratic Party, announced its formation. 

23 Mar.—Berlin. S-Bahn Incidents. A further instalment was 
published of correspondence between Mr Dengin, representative of the 
Soviet High Commission, and Gen. Timberman, the U.S. commandant, 
on incidents involving east German railway police on west Berlin 
S-Bahn stations (see also 25 February). Replying to a demand by Mr 
Dengin for the immediate release of two policemen sentenced by 2 
west Berlin court for exceeding their powers, Gen. Timberman denied 
that the west Berlin police had taken illegal action against the railway 
police, and made clear that any future illegal acts by the railway police 
in the U.S. sector would make them liable to arrest and trial. He added 
that the two railway policemen had been released on expiration of their 
sentences on 18 March. baal 

24 Mar.—British statement on German police (see Great Britain). 

25 Mar.—East Germany. New Status. The Soviet Government 
announced its decision to establish with the German Democratic 
Republic the same relations as with other States and to concede to Its 
Government the right to decide all questions of internal and external 
policy, including relations with west Germany. The decision was stated 
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to be a direct result of the Berlin Conference. The only functions to 

be retained by Russia and executed by the Soviet High Commissioner 

were those connected with security and those relating to four-Power 
agreements and contacts with the other occupying Powers on all- 

German questions. The announcement said that the Soviet Govern- 

ment had taken note of a declaration of the Government of the German 

Democratic Republic acknowledging its duties under the Potsdam 

Agreement about the development of Germany as a democratic and 

peace-loving State as well as the duties connected with the temporary 

stationing of Soviet troops on its territory. The statement ended with a 

declaration that the Soviet Government considered the existence of the 

occupation statute fixed by Great Britain, France, and the United 

States for west Germany was not only incompatible with the national 

rights of the German people but also impeded a rapprochement between 

east and west Germany, thus hindering German reunion. 

Trials. A People’s Court at Frankfurt on Oder sentenced to long 
terms of imprisonment five ‘terrorists’ for trying to shoot members of 
the Soviet forces and of the People’s Police and for sabotage. The 
leader received a sentence of fifteen years’ hard labour. 

West Germany. War Criminals. The U.S. High Commission 
announced the release on parole of eighty-four war criminals from 
Landsberg prison. The releases, which were made on 19 March, 
followed a recommendation of the joint U.S.-German board. 

West Germany. Constitutional Amendments. The High Com- 
mission informed the Federal Government of the three western 
Powers’ approval of the German defence amendments to the Basic 
Law on the understanding that the amendment adding defence, civil 
defence, and compulsory military service to the competence of the 
Federal Government could take effect only on the entry into force of 
the treaty of Paris (E.D.C. treaty). , 

War Criminals. Mr Semionov, the Soviet High Commissioner, 
inormed the western High Commissioners of his agreement to talks 
on the relaxation of conditions of war criminals in Spandau gaol. 

26 Mar.—West Germany. Constitutional Amendments. Presi- 
dent Heuss signed the law for the defence amendments of the Constitu- 
tion. 

Chancellor’s talks in Rome (see Italy). 

27 Mar.—West Germany. Dr Adenauer, Federal Chancellor, 
returned from his visit to Greece, Turkey, and Italy. 

29 Mar.—West Germany. Paris and Bonn Treaties. President 
Heuss signed the parliamentary acts for the ratification of the treaties of 
Bonn and Paris. 

30 Mar.—East Germany. Socialist Unity Party Congress. In a 
speech to the party congress in east Berlin, Herr Ulbricht, Vice- 
fremier and First Secretary of the Party, announced that as a result of 
the Soviet decision to grant ‘sovereign rights’ to east Germany, foreign 
nilitary missions accredited to the Allied Control Council could not 
‘ntinue their activities on the existing basis, as relations with the 

Democratic Republic were no longer determined by the Control 
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Germany (continued) 

Council but by the east German Government. The latter was sovereign 
and had the right to enter into normal diplomatic relations with al 
foreign countries. In future, members of the missions would have to 
apply to the east German Government for visas and not to the Sovie, 
authorities. Other points in his speech were: that as soon as the Federal 
Republic established a ‘mercenary army’ the Government would fe¢! 
impelled to call on workers to ‘face the problem of defending the 
Democratic Republic’; elections to the Volkskammer and district 
assemblies would be held in the autumn; food rationing would not be 
abolished during 1954. Herr Ulbricht repeated that the western pro. 
posals for reunification were unacceptable and insisted on all-German 
talks and the formation of a provisional all-German Government which 
would then frame a constitution. 

West Germany. The Saar. In a speech to the parliamentary party 
of the Christian Democratic Union, Dr Adenauer stated three principles 
for a Saar settlement: first, ‘Europeanization’ presumed European 
integration; secondly, the Saar population must approve the solution of 
its own free will; and thirdly, the solution must not prejudice a settle- 
ment of Germany’s eastern frontiers. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 19 Mar.—Kenya. The Government published asa 
White Paper (Cmd. 9103, S.O. 3d.) the proposals made by Mr Lyttelton, 
Colonial Secretary, for the reconstruction of the Kenya Government 
and for the formation of a War Council. 

London Gold Market. The Government announced that the London 
Gold Market would reopen on 22 March. It would operate on a restricted 
basis under the supervision of the Bank of England. 

22 Mar.—Egypt. Mr Eden told the Commons that law and order 
had seriously deteriorated in the Canal Zone in the past week. Ina 
number of incidents four British officers and men had lost their lives, 
several others had been wounded, and two had disappeared. It had been 
suggested that the shooting of an Egyptian police officer on 11 March 
was the reason for the attacks. Two British service men had been arrested 
by the British military authorities and investigations were proceeding. 
H.M. Ambassador had repudiated the suggestion that the death of this 
officer in any way justified the attacks on British troops. He had demanded 
that the persons responsible for the attacks should be removed from the 
Canal Zone, that those found to have been involved in the murders should 
be tried, and that adequate measures be taken to prevent the carriage 0 
arms by civilians. Further, on Mr Eden’s instructions he had made 
clear to the Egyptian Government that, in existing conditions, which 


were due to their failure to maintain order, a resumption of discussions} 


on the Canal Zone was not possible. 

Kenya. Mr Lyttelton, Colonial Secretary, in a statement to the 
Commons on his visit to Kenya, said that the security forces had nov 
passed to the offensive, and available information showed that the 
general feeling of the militant part of Mau-Mau in several areas, but 
not all, was that nothing was to be gained by continuing the struggle 
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Referring to the constitutional proposals set out in the White Paper, 
he said that it had been proved that in the existing political circum- 
stances the main lines of the scheme represented the largest common 
factor of agreement which was practicable. To have tried to get wider 
changes would have undermined those moderate elements whose sup- 
port was necessary for any scheme. The proposals meant important 
advances to Africans. For the first time in east or central Africa they 
were to have a portfolio with full administrative responsibility, and the 
idea of appointing two African parliamentary secretaries was an attempt 
to broaden the political class among Africans, and to give them the 
opportunity of acquiring both administrative and parliamentary know- 
ledge. The proposals achieved the three objects with which they were 
framed: (1) to bring unofficial members into the Government and thus 
close the ranks in the struggle against Mau-Mau; (2) to ensure that the 
Government had a multi-racial foundation; (3) to set up a war council. 
They did not, and during the existing convulsions, they could not, 
satisfy all the aspirations of any racial group, but they showed that even 
in existing circumstances the moderate elements in all races predomin- 
ated. 

East-West Trade. In a Commons debate on east-west trade, Mr 
Thorneycroft, President of the Board of Trade, said that the Govern- 
ment had taken an important initiative on the subject, and now 
had to consider whether, consistent with security, some alteration in 
trade with the Soviet bloc, excluding China, were possible. Trade with 
the east had generally declined in recent years. Imports from Russia 
were {60 m. in 1951, £58 m. in 1952, and {£40 m. in 1953. British 
exports to Russia were only £3 m. or £4 m. annually. There had been a 
large switch of trade away from Iron Curtain countries, partly due to 
strategic controls and partly to autarchic arrangements within the 
eastern bloc. Before the war the United Kingdom exported to the bloc 
about 4 per cent of its total exports; the amount was now } per cent. 
Germany’s percentage had dropped from 12$ to 1 per cent, and Japan- 
ee exports to China had dropped from 30 per cent to } per cent. 
There were now signs that the eastern European countries and Russia 
were willing to do more trade with the west. As a result of the visit of 
British business men to Russia the Board of Trade had been notified 
of {12,500,000 of firm orders. Of these about £6,500,000 worth had 
s0 far been approved, and approval had also been given to orders for 
twenty trawlers valued at £6 m.; there was also an order for {1,250,000 
worth of textile machinery. It was not in the interests of the United 
Kingdom to further trade in potential weapons of war, but the Govern- 
ment believed that a substantial relaxation of the strategic controls 
would be beneficial, and detailed proposals were being submitted to 
‘uur friends’. 

_Mr Heathcoat Amory, Minister of State, Board of Trade, said that 
i 1951 imports from China were £7,750,000; in 1952, £3 m.; and in 
1953, £10,300,000. The Government were anxious to renew friendly 
trading relations with China as soon as possible. If the Geneva Confer- 
ence achieved some progress towards a peace settlement that might 
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Great Britain (continued) 

bring nearer the day when the Government could recommend a review 
of the strategic controls on Chinese trade, which were based on the 
United Nations resolution of May 1951. 

23 Mar.—Consultation with the United States. Replying to 
questions in the Commons on arrangements for consultation with the 
U.S. Government regarding the use of U.S. retaliatory air power in the 
event of a hostile attack on an ally, Sir Winston Churchill, Prime Minister, 
reaffirmed that the agreement of 9 January 1952 still stood, that the use 
of U.S. bases in the United Kingdom in an emergency would be a mat- 
ter for joint decision by the U.K. and U.S. Governments in the light of 
circumstances prevailing at the time. He said that on the general ques- 
tion of consultation with President Eisenhower and the U.S. Govern- 
ment there was a constant interchange of ideas both directly and 
through N.A.T.O. channels. He had had intimate correspondence and 
conversations with President Eisenhower in the past on these and other 
questions and the relationship continued. 

24 Mar.—Tanganyika. Mr Lyttelton announced in a parliamentary 
written reply that, subject to the necessary legislation in the United 
Kingdom and Tanganyika, the work and assets of the Overseas Food 
Corporation in Tanganyika would be taken over by a new Tanganyika 
Agricultural Corporation on 1 October. 

Germany. In reply to a question in the Commons, Mr Nutting, 
Under Secretary, Foreign Office, said that the east German police fell 
into two main groups. According to latest information there were over 
go,000 men in army, air force, or naval formations. They were armed 
with 600 tanks, 250 self-propelled guns, 1,700 other guns, and aircraft. 
There were also about 55,000 men in the civil police, including about 
20,000 on frontier duties. In the west German police force there were 
about 110,000 men, of whom about go,o0o were in the civil police, 
normally armed with pistols. The remaining 20,000 were divided be- 
tween frontier and mobile police and were armed primarily with car- 
bines and pistols. They also had a limited number of lightly armoured 
vehicles and mortars. 

29 Mar.—Saudi Arabia: Buraimi Oasis. The Saudi Arabian 
Embassy issued a statement alleging that ‘British soldiers have been 
shooting at civilians day and night without any due reason’ in the 
Buraimi oasis and that on 23 March two men were killed ‘as they 
walked along the street in Buraimi unarmed’. 

Cancellation of British-New Zealand meat contract (see New Zealand). 

Netherlands. Mr Beyen, Netherlands Foreign Minister, had talks 
in London with Mr Eden and Mr Butler. Among subjects discussed 
were the E.D.C. treaty, east-west trade, and the European Payments 
Union. 

East-West Trade. Talks began in London between British, French, 
and United States’ representatives concerning a possible relaxation of 
the restrictions on exports to the Soviet bloc. The United States was 


represented by Mr Stassen, Director of the Foreign Operations | 


Administration. 
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Mar.—The east-west trade talks were concluded, and a com- 
muniqué said that the three Governments would discuss existing control 
arrangements with other friendly Governments in the immediate fut- 
ure. The object of these discussions would be ‘to define the control 
arrangements by narrowing substantially their scope and increasing their 
‘effectiveness’. Controls on trade with Communist China and North 
Korea would be continued. 

Hydrogen Bomb. Replying to questions in the House of Commons, 
Sir Winston Churchill, Prime Minister, said the Government’s know- 
ledge of the American experiments with the hydrogen bomb was 
necessarily limited. The U.S. Government was prevented by its 
legislation from divulging secret information about them. He could say, 
however, from British scientific knowledge, that there was no founda- 
tion for the suggestion that the explosions were ‘incalculable’ in the 
sense that those making the tests were unable to set limits to the 
explosive power of the bomb or to calculate in advance the main 
effects of the explosion. He hoped that it might be found possible, 
within the limits of U.S. legislation, to give the Government informa- 
tion about the results of the current test series which was to continue 
into April. British instruments had recorded the explosion of 26 March 
as soon as sound waves or pressure waves reached the United Kingdom. 
The President of the United States was appealing to Congress for 
greater latitude of communication on certain nuclear matters with 
Britain. Sir Winston was sure that consultation was to the advantage of 
both countries. He hoped nothing would be said in the Commons to 
set back the many favourable tendencies in that direction which had 
become evident in the United States. 

Replying to a suggestion that he should try to persuade the U.S. 
Government to abandon its series of hydrogen bomb explosions, Sir 
Winston said: ‘We should indeed be doing a great disservice to the free 
world if we sought in any way to impede the progress of our American 
allies in building up their overwhelming strength in the weapon which 
— the greatest possible deterrent against the outbreak of a third 
world war’, 

Sir Winston said that, together with friends in the Commonwealth 
and allies, Britain had laboured long to secure international agreement 
on disarmament and to limit competition in armaments. But no satis- 
factory arrangements could be made to limit the use of atomic weapons 
except as part of an international agreement on disarmament as a whole, 
in which provision for effective inspection and enforcement was 
included. ‘We ourselves have repeatedly offered to accept such pro- 
vision. But it would be idle to suppose that such an agreement could be 
concluded with any reasonable expectation of its observance until 
conditions of confidence between nations have first been established.’ 
H.M. Government would lose no opportunity of securing an easement 
of world tension, but at the same time it must persevere in upholding 
with allies united military strength. Sir Winston said that it might do 
great harm to press unduly for information from the United States about 
the hydrogen bomb explosions. 
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Great Britain (continued) 

Economic Survey. The Government published as a White Paper 
the Economic Survey for 1954 (Cmd. 9108, S.O., 1s. 6d.). The provision. 
al figures of the United Kingdom’s balance of payments on current 
account in 1953 showed that the balance with the non-sterling countries, 
including defence aid, improved from a deficit of £112 m. in 1952 to. 
surplus of £46 m. in 1953. The United Kingdom’s surplus with the 
rest of the sterling area, however, fell from £367 m. to £179 m. during 
the two years. The total surplus (including defence aid), therefore, fel] 
from £255 m. in 1952 to £225 m. in 1953. The report emphasized the 
still urgent need to keep down costs and prices, to invest in the moderni- 
zation and expansion of industry, and to press ahead with all possible 
methods to increase productivity. 

31 Mar.—Soviet Note to Western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

Egypt. Lord Reading, Minister of State, Foreign Office, stated in 
reply to a question in the Lords that there were about eighty Germans 
employed by the Egyptian Ministry of War and Marine. Their main 
duty was to advise on training and establishment, but a small number 
were concerned with arms manufacture and research. Some were 
known to be assisting in the development and production of sabotage 
weapons and to have instructed in guerrilla and sabotage techniques. 


GREECE. 19 Mar.—Cyprus. Following pro-Enosis demonstrations the 
same day in Rhodes, during which the British Consulate had been 
broken into and its windows smashed, the British Ambassador called on 
the Foreign Minister to draw his attention to the gravity of the incident. 
The demonstrations had occurred during a visit of Archbishop Makarios 
of Cyprus. 

Field-Marshal Papagos issued a statement deploring the incident and 
ordered an inquiry. Demonstrations by students also occurred in Athens 
and two arrests were made. 

21 Mar.—Soviet protest re U.S. bases (see U.S.S.R.). 


INDIA. 18 Mar.—French Settlements. The municipal councils of 
eight communes in the French settlements (Pondicherry, Karikal, 
Mahé, and Yanaon) passed a resolution demanding integration with 
India without a referendum. 

19 Mar.—Five of the six members of the French settlements’ 
Council of Government announced their support for the resolution. 

20 Mar.—The resolution was delivered to the French Commissioner, 
M. Ménard, who later announced that it had been forwarded to Paris. 

21 Mar.—Iraq. Nuri-es-Said arrived on a two-day visit for talks with 
Mr Nehru and other Ministers. 

22 Mar.—French Settlements. The Government delivered to the 
French Ambassador a formal protest against alleged attempts to suppress 
demands in Pondicherry for integration with India. 

25 Mar.—French Settlements. Following the reported arrest on 
Indian territory by the French authorities of the mayor of Mudaliarpet, 
Pondicherry, and two Indian citizens, Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, 


an 
ch 
me 
inc 
int 
det 
IJ 
req 
ide 
(TI 
sim 
2 
Fre 
2 

Pri 
hyc 
exp 
3 
pen 
the 
and 
INI 
due 
For 
chu 
had 
gue! 
in tl 
L 
troo 
D 
mak 
kille 
2: 
nort 
had 
T 
sout 
2; 
Min 
Ir 
Diet 
A 
Ann 
Opp 


18-31 MARCH 1954 205 


announced in Parliament that the Indian Censul-General in Pondi- 
cherry had been instructed to demand their immediate release, punish- 
ment of the French police officers concerned, and assurances that such 
incidents would not recur. Mr Nehru said that the French were using 
intimidation to make the leaders in the settlements withdraw their 
demands for immediate cession to India. 

26 Mar.—Goa. The External Affairs Ministry announced that after 
1 April Goan officials of Portuguese establishments in India would 
require a permit from the Indian Consul-General in Goa as well as 
identity papers issued by Portuguese authorities when entering India. 
(The new restrictions were taken after the Portuguese refused to remove 
similar restrictions against Indians entering Goa.) 

28 Mar.—French Settlements. Mr R. K. Nehru, Foreign Minister, 
said that the Government proposed the de facto transfer to India of the 
French settlements immediately, pending a de jure transfer. 

29 Mar.—Hydrogen Bomb. In a speech in Delhi, Mr Nehru, 
Prime Minister, appealed to the United States and other countries with 
hydrogen bombs not to experiment with them. He said that mere 
experimenting with the bomb had ‘become dangerous to the world’. 

30 Mar.—Pondicherry. The French Commission ordered the sus- 
pension from office of M. Moutoussamy, Mayor of Pondicherry, and 
the dismissal of M. Goubert, leader of the French India Socialist Party, 
and another member of the Council of Government. 


INDO-CHINA. 19 Mar.—The French High Command stated that the 
duel at Dien Bien Phu between Viet-Minh artillery and the French Air 
Force was continuing. Reinforcements and supplies had been para- 
chuted to the defenders. The French airstrips were still under fire but it 
had been possible to evacuate some wounded by helicopter. 

21 Mar.—Central Annam. Viet-Minh Radio announced that 
guerrillas had ambushed both columns of a French amphibious landing 
in the Qui Nhon area, inflicting 530 casualties in fifteen days. 

Laos. The French High Command announced that French Union 
troops had captured Pak Seng, forty-seven miles from Luang Prabang. 

Dien Bien Phu. In a sortie by French forces at Dien Bien Phu to 
= contact with a strong point to the south, fourteen Viet-Minh were 

ed. 

22 Mar.—Gen. Dechaux, commander of the French Air Forces in 
northern Indo-China, said that in the past week the French Air Force 
had made 600 combat sorties, 100 of them at night. 

The Viet-Minh lost 175 dead and nine prisoners in a battle to the 
south of the Dien Bien Phu central position. 

23 Mar.—Transport aircraft made a mass attack with napalm on Viet- 
Minh forces grouped to the north and north-west of Dien Bien Phu. 

In operations in the delta aimed at disrupting the flow of supplies to 
Dien Bien Phu the Viet Minh lost 134 dead and 87 captured. 

Annam. A further French Union landing was made on the central 
Annamese coast near Bong Seng, fifty miles north of Qui Nhon. Some 
opposition was encountered and thirty Viet-Minh were killed. 
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Indo-China (continued) 

An attack by two Viet-Minh battalions about six miles east of Pleiky 
on the central plateau was repulsed, the Viet-Minh leaving thirty dead, 
thirty-three wounded, and three prisoners. 

24 Mar.—Dien Bien Phu. Another large-scale bombing attack was 
made on Viet-Minh troop concentrations and batteries around Dien 
Bien Phu. 

25 Mar.—In the delta French mobile troops with armoured cars 
killed forty-eight Viet-Minh and took sixty-eight prisoners in an action 
cutting off the rebels from their base in the Sontay area. 

26 Mar.—The French Air Force continued its attacks on Viet-Minh 
positions and supply routes to Dien Bien Phu. 

Six hundred Viet-Nam officers and 5,000 other ranks swore an oath of 
loyalty to the Emperor Bao Dai in Hanoi. 

27 Mar.—Dien Bien Phu. Gen. Navarre, the French Commander 
in-Chief, broadcast a message of protest to Gen. Giap, the Viet-Minh 
Commander, regarding the persistent firing by the Viet-Minh on 
ambulance aircraft and helicopters, and suggested that a time table and 
route for ambulance aircraft should be worked out and agreed by both 
sides. 

28 Mar.—Dien Bien Phu. The French defenders of Dien Bien Phu 
made an attack with several infantry battalions, supported by light 
tanks, artillery, and aircraft, against the village of Banongpet, two miles 
to the west of the main French encampment. Violent fighting ensued 
in which 1,000 Viet-Minh were reported killed. French casualties were 
stated to be about twenty. 

29 Mar.—It was announced that the French-Laotian force which 
had retaken Pakseng, had entered the Nam Suong valley, about ninety 
miles from Dien Bien Phu. 

Viet-Nam. After an interview with the Emperor Bao Dai, Prince 
Buu Loc, Prime Minister, announced that a restricted war Cabinet 
would be set up under the presidency of the Emperor. 

30 Mar.—Dien Bien Phu: Viet-Minh Offensive. The Viet-Minh 
launched a large-scale offensive against the central French positions at 
Dien Bien Phu. After two hours’ violent fighting they had penetrated a 
certain distance into the French positions on the eastern side of the 
perimeter but were expelled six times by French counter-attacks, each 
time returning to the assault. The entire strength of the French Air 
Force in northern Indo-China was used in support of the defenders, 
continuous attacks being made with napalm and high explosives on 
the forward Viet-Minh positions. 

31 Mar.—After fierce fighting all day the Viet-Minh captured 
defensive positions to the north-east of the central position. 

Intense Viet-Minh guerrilla activity continued in the Red River delta. 


IRAQ. 21 Mar.—Visit of Nuri-es-Said to India (see India). 

26 Mar.—Floods. Flood waters on the Tigris were stated to have 
affected an area of a hundred square miles, including crop-bearing 
lands. Several breaches were made in the bunds near Baghdad. 
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Soviet Protest. A Soviet Note was handed to Dr Fadl el-Jamali, 
Prime Minister, stating that Russia would consider as an unfriendly 
and hostile act any move by an Arab country to join a Middle East 
defence pact. 

27 Mar.—Floods. It was reported that 256,000 people had been 
evacuated from areas outside Baghdad. 

28 Mar.—Floods. Official estimates placed the area flooded at 2 m. 
donums (about 1,250,000 acres). Parts of four provinces were affected— 
Ba Ghdad, Divala, Kut, and Hillah, and damage was estimated at 
{18 m. About half a million people were said to be affected, many of 
them homeless. 


ISRAEL. 18 Mar.—Negev Outrage. The Government announced its 
decision to inform the Security Council of the facts of the outrage of 
17 March in the Negev when eleven Israelis travelling in a bus were 
killed by armed Arabs. It also instructed its representatives in London, 
Washington, and Paris to acquaint the three Powers with the gravity of 
the situation and to inform them that the evidence pointed to the fact 
that the outrage was committed and organized by Jordanians from Jordan 
territory. 

19 Mar.—It was announced that the Government had accepted an 
offer by Gen. Glubb, commander of Jordan’s Arab Legion, transmitted 
through the United Nations’ representatives, to assist in tracking down 
those responsible for the Negev outrage. 

Mr Sharett, Prime Minister, told Gen. Bennike, chief of the United 
Nations truce supervision staff, that ‘there was no doubt that the entire 
operation was of Jordan make as to planning, organization, and recruit- 
ment of personnel’. He called upon Gen. Bennike to bring the Jordan 
Government to task ‘and insist on the adoption by it of drastic measures. 
to put an end to an intolerable situation’. He said that Jordan had con- 
sistently failed to maintain border security, had rejected every proposal 
for a radical remedy, and had even failed to respond to the summons of 
the U.N. Secretary-General to a conference on the implementation of 
the armistice agreement. 

23 Mar.—Withdrawal from Mixed Armistice Commission. The 
Israeli delegation refused a proposal of Commander Hutchinson, Chair- 
man of the Mixed Armistice Commission, that the Commission should 
adjourn discussion of the Negev outrage pending the completion of 
investigations in Jordan into the identity of alleged culprits named by 
Israel. The Israel spokesman maintained that Jordan’s political 
responsibility was beyond doubt and that search for the actual culprits 
was irrelevant. An Israeli resolution finding Jordan responsible for the 
outrage was not accepted by the Commission, the chairman abstaining 
on the ground that the evidence was inconclusive. As a result the Israeli 
Government announced its withdrawal from the Mixed Armistice 
Commission, declaring that the failure to fix guilt had ‘created a situa- 
ton of utter gravity’, and that the armistice regime had demonstrated 
its own impotence to prevent the occurrence of such monstrous deeds’. 

24 Mar.—Mr Sharett, Foreign Minister, announced in the Knesset 
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Israel (continued) 

that the Government had addressed an urgent request to the three 
western Powers to call an immediate session of the Security Council to 
discuss the Negev outrage. Mr Sharett justified the Government's 
decision to withdraw from the Mixed Armistice Commission by claim- 
ing that it had proved wholly ineffective and that by its failure to declare 
Jordan responsible for the outrage, had actually encouraged armistice 
violations. The Knesset unanimously condemned the outrage ‘com- 
mitted by Jordanians’, and bya majority vote approved the Government's 
policy of strengthening security. 

25 Mar.—Decision re Jordan-Israeli conference (see United Nations, 
Secretariat). 

29 Mar.—Soviet veto of resolution on Israeli-Egyptian dispute (see 
United Nations, Security Council). 

Attack on Jordanian village of Nahalin (see fordan). 

30 Mar.—Nahalin Incident. At a meeting of the Mixed Armistice 
Commission, unattended by Israel, the chairman and the Jordan 
delegation passed a resolution strongly condemning Israel for ‘this 
latest aggression against Jordan’ (at Nahalin on 28-29 March), and 
calling on the Israel authorities to take measures to prevent such 
aggression and to apprehend and punish those responsible. 


ITALY. 24 Mar.—Espionage. It was announced that eleven persons, 
most of whom were stated to belong to the Italian Communist Party, 
had been arrested at Foggia on charges of spying for Czechoslovakia. 

26 Mar.—lItalian-German Talks. Dr Adenauer, Federal German 
Chancellor, arrived on a one-day visit during which he had talks with 
Signor Scelba, Prime Minister, and Signor Piccioni, Foreign Minister. 
A semi-official announcement stated that they had ‘agreed on the need 
to follow firmly the policy of*European integration’. 


JAPAN. 23 Mar.—U.S.A. The Foreign Minister, Mr Okazaki, an- 
nounced that Japan had begun talks with the United States on restric- 
tions to Japanese fishing caused by the extension of the American 
atomic test area in the Pacific. 

26 Mar.—Restrictions on Teachers. The House of Representa- 
tives passed by 256 votes to 137 two Government Bills imposing 
restrictions on the liberties of teachers and providing for penalties, 
including dismissal and up to three years’ imprisonment, for contra- 
vention. Under one Bill teachers were not only forbidden to indulge in 
subversive activities in the classroom but also to take any part in 
political life other than voting. The second Bill was designed to prevent 
the (pro-Communist) Teachers’ Union from engaging in political activity 
in support of any particular party. 


JORDAN. 19 Mar. et seq. Events concerned with Negev outrage (s¢¢ 
Israel). 

25 Mar.—Suspension of action on a Jordan-Israeli conference (s¢ 
United Nations, Secretariat). 
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Dr Hussein Kakhri el Khalidi, Foreign Minister, said Jordan had 
rejected a conference with Israel because, although the U.N. Secretary- 
General had said the agenda would be limited, Israel had already 
declared that the subjects would be unlimited. This meant that Jordan 
was being asked to take part in a peace conference in which she had 
repeatedly said she would not take part unless U.N. decisions regarding 
Palestine had been respected and executed by Israel. 

29 Mar.—Israeli Attack on Village. An official communiqué 
announced that on 28 March a Jewish force of about 200 men had 
attacked the village of Nahalin, five kilometres inside the Jordan border 
in the Bethlehem sub-district. The raiders were intercepted by Arab 
Legion and National Guards and suffered casualties. Jordan casualties 
were nine killed and seventeen wounded. 

U.N. investigators later said the attackers numbered thirty-five to 
fifty men. 

A Mar.—Condemnation of Israel for attack on Nahalin (see Israel). 

The Prime Minister issued a statement alleging that the Jews had 
fabricated the incident of the bus in the Negev in order to regain world 
sympathy lost after the Qibya incident. Jordan’s boundaries were well 
watched and ready to meet any aggression. She was continuing her 
contacts with Arab countries who had declared their practical contribu- 
tion to Jordan’s defence. The Government would raise the case of 
Jewish aggression at Nahalin in the Security Council. 


KENYA. 19 Mar.—Constitutional Proposals. The Arab community 
leaders agreed to the proposals concerning representation of their 
interests. The Governor gave an assurance that their leader would be 
consulted on all matters affecting Arab interests and that no constitutional 
changes would be considered in future without consultation with the 
community. Assurance was also given that they would not be barred 
from holding the Muslim portfolio. 

White Paper on constitutional proposals (see Great Britain). 

21 Mar.—‘Gen. China’. It was announced that nineteen replies, 
most of them favourable, had been received to letters sent by ‘Gen. 
China’ urging Mau-Mau leaders to end the fighting. 

22 Mar.—Mr Lyttelton’s statement on constitutional proposals (see 
Great Britain). 

24 Mar.—The European Electors’ Union announced that it would 
support the constitutional proposals ‘because no good can come from 
opposition to the plan imposed on the Colony’. 

26 Mar.—‘Gen. China’. The Government issued a statement saying 
that ‘representatives’ of Mau-Mau, who had been invited to a meeting 
following their response to letters from ‘Gen. China’, had come to 
within a few hundred yards of the meeting place but had been frightened 
off at the last moment. The statement gave a warning that unless the 
——e offer of talks were accepted quickly operations would be 
intensified. 

28 Mar.—Mau-Mau Surrender. ‘Gen. Kaleba’, stated to be the last 
of ‘Gen. China’s’ battalion commanders, surrendered. 
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Kenya (continued) 

29 Mar.—Emergency Figures. Figures issued for the week ended 
27 March showed that fifty-seven Mau-Mau were killed, sixteen cap- 
tured, and 122 suspects detained. Security forces’ casualties were five 
Europeans killed and one wounded, and three Africans killed and eight 
wounded. 

30 Mar.—It was announced that the Chief Native Commissioner and 
the Chief of Staff, East Africa, had met six terrorist leaders in Nyeri 
that day to discuss the surrender of their gangs. ‘Gen. China’ and ‘Gen, 
‘Tanganyika’ were present at the talks. 

31 Mar.—The Mau-Mau leader, ‘Gen. Kago’, and twenty-four of 
his gang were killed in a clash with security forces in the Fort Hall 
district. 


LEBANON. 27 Mar.—Riots. One person was killed and three injured 
when police fired to disperse rioting students demonstrating against the 
proposed Turkish-Pakistan treaty and against the Lebanon’s aid pact 
with the United States. 


MOROCCO. 22 Mar.—A Moroccan sheikh was fatally wounded in 
Port Lyautey. His assailant escaped. 


NETHERLANDS. 19 Mar.—Soviet Protest. The Russian Ambassador 
handed to the Foreign Minister a Note protesting against the establish- 
ment of a squadron of the United States Air Force at the Dutch air base of 
Soesterberg. 

20 Mar.—The Bank of the Netherlands announced new measures of 
liberalization under which non-residents with property, bank deposits, 
or investments in the Netherlands would have greater freedom in trans- 
ferring payments to their country of residence. 

29 Mar.—Foreign Minister’s talks in London (see Great Britain). 


NEW ZEALAND. 29 Mar.—British Meat Contract. Mr Holyoake, 
Minister of Agriculture, announced that New Zealand had accepted 
Britain’s offer to cancel the bulk purchase agreement at the end of the 
current export season, one year in advance of the original date of expiry. 


PAKISTAN. 21 Mar.—East Pakistan Fiections. Following the over- 
whelming defeat of the Muslim League by the United Front in the East 
Pakistan elections, Mr Mohammed Ali, Prime Minister, said that there 
was ‘no justification’ for the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly, or 
for the resignation of East Pakistan representatives in the Assembly, 
where the party system did not operate. The Constitution would be 
completed by the end of the year and general elections would take place 
in 1955- 

22 Mar.—Factory Riots. Thirteen people were killed and thirty-five 
injured in riots at the Karnafuli paper mill at Chandraghona, near 
Chittagong. 

28 Mar.—Soviet protest against U.S. military bases (see U.S.S.R.). 
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East Pakistan. Mr H. S. Suhrawardy, United Front leader, charged 
the central Government with defying public opinion expressed through 
the ballot boxes in East Pakistan, and declared that his party would 
‘resist the central Government’s policy until it was forced to accept 
East Pakistan’s verdict’. The United Front would on no account sup- 
port the secession of East Pakistan. 


PERSIA. 18 Mar.—The Shah opened Parliament. He announced in his 
speech that the security forces would be expanded and strengthened, 
and said that the oil problem would be settled within the nationalization 
law. 

22 Mar.—Land Distribution. The Shah, continuing his policy of 
distributing Crown Estates, granted deeds of ownership to 470 peasants 
from Fariman. Assadullah Alam, in charge of the Crown Estates and 
one of the country’s principal landowners, declared that he would 
follow the Shah’s example. 


POLAND. 19 Mar.—Government Changes. It was learned that at 
the Congress of the P.Z.P.R. (Communist Party), held from 10-17 
March, it was announced that Mr Bierut had been released from his 
post as Prime Minister to become First Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee; Mr Josef Cyrankiewicz had succeeded him as Prime Minister; 
Mr Hilary Mine had been released from his post as Chairman of the 
State Economic Planning Commission; and Mr Minc and Mr Zenon 
Nowak had been appointed First Deputy Premiers. The former Minister 
of Justice, Mr Swiatkowski, and Mr Szwalbe, a deputy President of the 
Seym (both former Socialists), were dropped from the Central Com- 
mittee. 

Gen. Ochab, a Politburo member, made clear that the changes had 
been made in order to strengthen ‘the principle of collective leadership’. 


PORTUGAL. 20 Mar.—Goa. The Foreign Ministry issued a statement 
declaring that the Indian Press had published a Note addressed by the 
Indian Government to the Portuguese Legation in Delhi, protesting in 
energetic terms against the application by the Goanese authorities of 
repressive measures against activities aimed at promoting the annexa- 
tion of Portuguese territories to the Indian Union, and in particular 
against the arrest and deportation of Dr Gaitando, a Portuguese subject, 
for advocating the same. 

The statement said that these further manifestations were designed to 
create an atmosphere of tension to serve as a background for Indian 
claims to absorb foreign territories. It declared that life in the Portuguese 
territories of India remained peaceful, that fundamental guarantees and 
civic liberties were fully respected, that activities aimed at encouraging 
the annexation of Portuguese territories to other States were illegal, and 
that in such a matter any intervention by foreign States was inadmissible. 

(The Indian Government had presented a formal claim to the Portu- 
guese Government in February 1950, for the possession of Goa, Damao, 
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Portugal (continued) 

and Div, and on Portugal’s refusal had closed the Indian Legation in 

Lisbon in June 1953.) 
26 Mar.—Goa. Indian restrictions on Goanese officials (see India), 


SAUDI ARABIA. 20 Mar.— Visit of King Saud to Egypt and statement 
on U.S. military aid (see Egypt). 

29 Mar.—Saudi Arabian allegations re Buraimi oasis (see Great 
Britain). 


SOUTH AFRICA. 24 Mar.—Budget. Mr Havenga, Finance Minister, 
presented his budget for 1954-5 in the House of Assembly. It estimated 
a total revenue of {256-2 m. after tax concessions estimated at {22 m. 
Expenditure, including £15 m. for transference to loan account, was 
estimated at {250-2 m., leaving a surplus of {5-95 m. The year 1953-4 
had ended with a surplus of £15 m. which, with the £18 m. allocated for 
the purpose in the 1953-4 budget, had been paid to loan account. National 
income in 1953 was {£1,247 m.—an increase of 8-6 per cent over 1952. 

Mr Havenga said that South Africa was reaching the end of a most 
difficult period in which it had been necessary to make good prodigious 
shortages and at the same time finance a vast programme of re-equipment 
of the railways and electricity supply. He estimated that the strain on 
the balance of payments would be relieved in four years’ time by at least 
£100 m. annually, derived from increased gold and uranium production 
and reductions in certain imports, including oil which would soon be 
produced at home. He said the expense of native education had tripled 
in the past ten years, and would amount to £8-5 m. in 1954-5. He an- 
nounced the creation of a Native Education Fund to enable the Govern- 
ment to adjust native taxation, if necessary, so as to secure a fair direct 
native tax contribution to their own schools. 


SPAIN. 30 Mar.—Trials. It was announced that of fifteen persons 
charged in connection with the strikes of 1951 in the Vizcaya and 
Guipucza provinces, three were acquitted and the rest sentenced to 
fines and prison terms ranging from three months to fourteen years 
five months. Two of those acquitted were described by the prosecution 
as leaders of the clandestine Basque Nationalist Party. 

A court martial at Ocana sentenced thirty-four men to prison terms 
of from one to twenty years for attempting to reorganize the clandestine 
Communist party. 


TANGANYIKA. 24 Mar.—Announcement re new agricultural cor- | 


poration (see Great Britain). 


TRIESTE FREE TERRITORY. 31 Mar.—Signor De Castro, Italian 
political adviser to the Allied Military Government, resigned his post as 
a protest against the Italian Government’s Trieste policy. (He was 
against the decision of 8 October 1953 to hand over Zone A to Italian 


V 

T 
0 
T 
C 
cl 
G 
Sy 
de 
Gi 
pr 
Ti 
sig 
He 
wa 
UC 
Ki 
edi 
tio! 
in | 
UN 
Ecc 
I 
desi 
exis 
of tl 
east 
and 
T 
men 
with 
Dev 
even 
ing 
parti 


it 


~ 


18-31 MARCH 1954 213 


administration, thereby cutting the territory in two parts, and he also 
wanted more co-ordination between the Italian parties in Trieste and 
Rome.) 


TUNISIA. 25 Mar.—A one-day strike called by the trade unions in 
protest against recent Government wage awards was stated to have been 
only partially effective. 


TURKEY. 18 Mar.—Germany. Dr Adenauer, German Federal 
Chancellor, arrived on a visit to Turkey. 

19 Mar.—Russian Note of protest (see U.S.S.R.). 

21 Mar.—Turco-German Talks. A communiqué issued at the con- 
clusion of the conversations between Turkish Ministers and the Federal 
German Chancellor, Dr Adenauer, stated (1) that it was agreed that to 
render European security effective Germany should be integrated in the 
system of common defence as soon as possible; and (2) that a Turkish 
delegation should go to Bonn in the following week to negotiate with the 
German Government means of increasing German purchases of Turkish 
products and German investments in public and industrial works in 
Turkey. 

26 Mar.—British Contract. The Foreign Ministry announced the 
signing of a £6 m. building contract with the British firm of Simon 
Handling Ltd for grain elevators and other machinery. The contract 
was guaranteed by the British Government. 


UGANDA. 30 Mar.—The Government announced that Mr J. W. 
Kiwanuka, acting president of the Uganda National Congress and 
editor of the Uganda Post, had been detained under emergency regula- 
tions and was being rusticated to a remote part of the West Nile district. 

31 Mar.—Buganda. The Governor ended the state of emergency 
in Buganda (declared on 30 November). 


UNITED NATIONS 
Economic Commission for E 

18 Mar.—Mr Kumykin (U.S.S.R.) emphasized the Soviet Union’s 
desire to develop east-west European trade and the need to remove 
existing obstacles to such a development. He severely criticized that part 
of the economic survey for 1953 which dealt with the Soviet Union and 
eastern countries, declaring that much of the information was scanty 
and some of the assertions about the standard of living mendacious. 

The Commission adopted unanimously a joint British-Soviet draft 
according to which the Executive Secretary would consult with Govern- 
ments, in the light of the forthcoming consultations of trade experts, 
with a view to ascertaining by 30 June whether the Committee on the 
Development of Trade should be convened by the end of 1954. In the 
event of such a meeting the Committee would consider ways of expand- 
ing intra-European trade, especially between east and west, and in 
particular: (a) the removal of obstacles to foreign trade of an economic, 
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United Nations (continued) 

administrative, or trade policy character ; (b) the conclusion of long-term 
and multilateral trade and payments agreements; (c) a convening of 
meetings of experts on trade questions; (d) the facilitation of contracts 
between representatives of business circles, including questions of trade 
fairs and exhibitions; and (e) the dissemination of information and 
statistics on foreign trade. 

23 Mar.—South Europe Development. The Commission adopted 
by 11 votes to 5 (Soviet bloc) a resolution tabled jointly by Greece, Italy, 
Yugoslavia, and Turkey proposing that experts from those countries, 
with the E.C.E. secretariat, should draw up recommendations regarding 
economic development in southern Europe. In opposing the resolution, 
the east European delegates advised south Europe to follow the example 
of the ‘people’s democracies’ and introduce appropriate changes before 
concentrating on trade expansion. 

24 Mar.—Consultation with Asian and Latin American Coun- 
tries. The Commission decided to draw the attention of the Economic 
and Social Council to the question of trade consultation between mem- 
bers of E.C.E. and members of the Economic Commission for Asia and 
the Far East and the Economic Commission for Latin America. The 
Soviet and east European delegations insisted that in any such consulta- 
tions the Peking Government should be represented, whereas, in the 
opinion of western countries, Communist China could not participate 
so long as she remained outside the United Nations. 


Secretariat 

25 Mar.—Israeli-Jordan Dispute. Mr Hammarskjéld, Secretary- 
General, informed the Israeli and Jordan Governments that he had 
decided to suspend action on the convening of a conference under 
Article 12 of the armistice agreement. The decision followed the receipt 
of a communication from the Jordan Government declining the 
Secretary-General’s invitation to a conference and insisting that the 
Mixed Armistice Commission was the best forum for the discussions 
wanted by Israel. 


Security Council 

19 Mar.—Egyptian ‘Blockade’ of Israel. The New Zealand 
representative tabled a resolution noting with ‘grave concern’ that 
Egypt had not complied with the 1951 resolution, and calling upon her 
to do so in accordance with her obligations under the United Nations 
Charter. It proposed that Egyptian counter-charges against Israel of 
alleged violations of the armistice at El Auja in September 1953 should 
be referred to the Egyptian-Israel mixed armistice commission. 

23 Mar.—The Egyptian representative, Mahmoud Azmi, opposed 
the New Zealand proposal of 19 March, and reiterated a demand that 
formal guarantees should be given against the alleged aggressive intents 
and actions of Israel before Egypt discontinued restrictions. Mr Malik 
(Lebanon) supported Egypt. 

25 Mar.—The delegates of Britain, France, the United States, and 
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Denmark fully supported the New Zealand draft and referred to the 
resolution passed by the Council in 1951 which explicitly rejected the 
claim that the parties to the Israeli-Egyptian armistice agreement 
retained the status of active belligerents or any consequent right of visit, 
search, and seizure for self-defence. 

29 Mar.—Mr Vyshinsky (U.S.S.R.) vetoed the New Zealand 
resolution of 19 March, which was supported by eight of the Council’s 
eleven members, Lebanon voting against and China abstaining. 
Mr Vyshinsky said that the objections raised by Egypt and the Lebanon 
were just and well founded. He considered that the matter should be 
under the jurisdiction of the signatories of the Suez Canal Convention 
of 1888 rather than that of the Security Council, and said that the 
Council should direct its efforts to getting Arab countries and Israel 
to settle their differences by direct negotiation. 


UNITED STATES. 18 Mar.—China. Mr Lodge, the U.S. delegate to 
the United Nations, told the press that America would not hesitate to 
use the veto if necessary in the Security Council to oppose the admission 
of Communist China to the United Nations. 

Tax Bill. The House of Representatives passed the Administration’s 
tax Bill by 339 votes to 80. 

19 Mar.—Atomic Proposals. The State Department announced 
that a U.S. plan to give effect to President Eisenhower’s proposals of 
8 December 1953 for the peaceful development of atomic energy had 
been handed to the Soviet Ambassador. It had been prepared in con- 
sultation with other friendly Governments. The Soviet Ambassador had 
transmitted certain Soviet proposals in connection with general atomic 
matters. 

Defence. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, told the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee that consultation with allies was an inherent part 
of the new policy of deterring aggression by building up a great capacity 
to retaliate. He emphasized that only by a collective system could the free 
— achieve adequate power at bearable cost to deter aggression by the 

viet bloc. 

20 Mar.—Indo-China. Gen. Paul Ely, Chief of Staff of the French 
Armed Forces, arrived in Washington for talks with American defence 
leaders on the situation in Indo-China. 


_ 23 Mar.—Arab-Israeli Tension. The heads of the Arab diplomatic 


missions informed Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, that their Govern- 
ments would retaliate as a single body if Israel should commit aggres- 
sion against any of the Arab States. 

Indo-China. Mr Wilson, Defence Secretary, told the press that he 
thought the military training of Viet-Namese troops was essential if 
the war was to be won. He added that the United States was willing to 
help in any such training as she had done in some other countries. 

25 Mar.—Tax Bill. The Senate passed by 76 votes to 8 the excise 
tax Bill. As it differed in two important respects from the version passed 
by the House, further discussion by a committee of both Houses was 


necessary. 


j 

| 

j 

j 

4 

| 

a», 

4, 

7 

t 

f 

| 

t 


216 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS, VOL. 10, No. 7 


United States (continued) 

26 Mar.—U.S.S.R. It was announced that Russia had agreed to 
return to the United States thirty-eight small naval craft of a group of 
186 lent under the Lease-Lend programme. 

Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs. A record vote of $1,061 m. 
(about £358 m.) for the development of atomic and hydrogen bombs 
was approved by the House Appropriations Committee for the fiscal 
year beginning on 1 July. 

Indo-China. Following the conclusion of the talks with Gen. Ely, 
the Defence Department announced that it would soon send twenty- 
five more medium bombers to Indo-China on a temporary loan basis. 

27 Mar.—Far East. Four members of the House of Representatives 
Foreign Affairs Committee, who had visited South-East Asia and the 
Pacific in the autumn of 1953, issued a report in which they urged that 
France and the Associated States of Indo-China should be given almost 
any help necessary to avoid defeat. It also recommended complete 
independence for the Associated States to overcome their apathy in the 
war. The report strongly opposed a truce in Indo-China, recognition of 
the Chinese Communist Government, or its admission to the United 
Nations, and said that ways must be found of weakening and breaking 
Communist China because unless China were returned to the free world 
Japan would be lost. 

28 Mar.—Foreign Policy. Mr Dean Acheson, former Democratic 
Secretary of State, criticized in an article in the New York Times the 
new United States foreign policy of ‘meeting any aggression with 
massive retaliation in places of our choosing’ on the ground that it 
would divide and weaken the coalition of the free world because ‘our 
allies would rightly believe that their very existence was being reck- 
lessly exposed to unnecessary risks’. He also pointed to the use being 
made of the current fear of Communism to raise doubts about the 
United States’ allies and to attack supporters of the coalition policy. 
It was not by chance, he wrote, that a national broadcast by Senator 
McCarthy on Communists in Government had reached its climax in 
an attack on Britain. In Mr Acheson’s opinion a sound policy for a 
coalition of free nations must have both an offensive and a defensive 
side. It must be designed to protect the interests of all the nations con- 
cerned, and it could not be successful if it sacrificed the interests of 
some nations to those of others. Such a policy required an atomic 
striking force of great power, but it also required forces on the spot that 
could deal with lesser aggression. Strategic bombing must be the last, 
not the first, resort reserved for meeting an all-out attack, and no 
responsible, certainly no democratic, Government could use it on any 
lesser occasion. 

Indo-China. President Eisenhower sent through the President of the 
French Republic and Emperor Bao Dai a message of encouragement to 
the defenders of Dien Bien Phu. 

29 Mar.—Hydrogen Bomb. The Chairman of the Atomic Energy 
Commission announced that another hydrogen bomb had been suc- 
cessfully exploded at the Pacific proving ground on 26 March. 
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Mr Nehru on hydrogen bomb experiments (see India). 

Far Eastern Policy. In a speech to the Oversea Press Club of 
America, Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, said that in existing conditions 
the imposition of the Communist system on south-east Asia, by what- 
ever means ‘would be a grave threat to the whole free community’, 
that ‘should not be passively accepted but should be met by united 
action. This might involve serious risks, but these risks are far less than 
those that will face us in a few years from now if we dare not be resolute 
today’. In Indo-China ‘amalgamation’ was being attempted by the 
Moscow-trained Ho Chi-minh. Viet-Minh forces were largely trained 
and equipped by China. Military supplies had been ‘pouring into Viet- 
Nam at a steadily increasing rate’, and military and technical assistance 
was supplied ‘by an estimated 2,000 Communist Chinese’. Russian and 
Chinese propagandists made it apparent that the Communist purpose 
was ‘to dominate all south-east Asia’. If they succeeded, this would 
mean ‘a grave threat to the Philippines, Australia, and New Zealand, 
with whom we have treaties of mutual assistance. The entire western 
Pacific area, including the so-called offshore island chain, would be 
strategically endangered’. 

On the question of recognition of Communist China, Mr Dulles said 
that the general United States policy was ‘to consider the Government 
de facto as the legitimate Government’, but ‘where it does not serve 
our interests we are free to vary from it’. He was forced to take account 
of the fact that the Communist regime was ‘consistently and viciously 
hostile’ to the United States. He did not think China was eligible for 
membership of the United Nations which was limited to ‘peace-loving 
nations’, and he believed it would not serve the interests of world order 
to admit to the United Nations a convicted aggressor ‘which has not 
purged that aggression and which continues to promote the use of force 
in violation of the principles of the United Nations’. It would also 
be unthinkable to facilitate and encourage the liquidation of the Chinese 
Nationalists who were loyal friends. 

Referring to the forthcoming Geneva Conference, Mr Dulles said 
that the United States would endeavour to bring about a united and 
independent Korea, and he hoped that any discussion of Indo-China 
would serve to bring the Chinese to see the danger of their ‘apparent 
design for the conquest of south-east Asia, so they will cease and desist’. 
Communist China acquired no diplomatic recognition from the United 
States by the mere fact of being at Geneva. The United States would 
not ‘be disposed to give Communist China what it wants from us 
merely to buy its promises of future good behaviour. .. We dare not 
forget that during the period when we accepted Communist promises 
at their face value, and took for granted their peaceful intentions, the 
danger steadily grew’. 

Three-Power discussions on east-west trade talks (see Great Britain). 

30 Mar.—Hydrogen Bomb. Mr Wilson, Secretary of Defence, told 
the press that the results of the recent hydrogen bomb tests were 
‘unbelievable’ and bore the same relationship to the atomic bomb as 
that weapon did to T.N.T. 
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United States (continued) 

Economic Policy. President Eisenhower sent to Congress a Message 
containing recommendations based on the Randall report (see p. g1), 
He asked for: (1) a three-year extension of the Reciprocal Trade 
Agreements Act (permitting the United States to lower tariffs in return 
for trade concessions from other countries); (2) amendments to the Act 
so as to allow tariffs to be lowered, in some cases within a range not 
exceeding 5 per cent in each of the next three years, also to allow a 
reduction by not more than one half the tariff on imports of negligible 
quantity, and a reduction to 50 per cent ad valorem on any duties in 
excess of that figure (the peril point and escape clauses would be 
preserved); (3) simplification of customs procedures; (4) legislation to 
encourage a greater flow of capital abroad; (5) modification of the ‘Buy 
American’ Act so as to exempt from its provisions bidders from nations 
treating U.S. bidders on an equal basis with their own nationals. The 
President said he had already approved the Randall Commission’s 
recommendations for co-operation in strengthening the gold and dollar 
reserves of countries which had prepared themselves for convertibility 
by sound internal and external policies. He said the Administration’s 
foreign trade programme consisted of four parts: ‘aid, which we wish 
to curtail; investment, which we wish to encourage; convertibility, 
which we wish to facilitate; and trade, which we wish to expand’. 
But while saying that an expansion of east-west trade should not cause 
undue concern, he added that appropriate action would be taken to 
ensure that U.S. security was fully safeguarded. 

31 Mar.—Hydrogen Bomb Tests. Mr Strauss, chairman of the 
Atomic Energy Commission, in a statement to the press, said that the 
hydrogen bomb test on 1 March in the Marshall Islands of the Pacific 
had been a large blast but at no time was the testing out of control. 
This apprehension seemed to have arisen because: (1) the ‘yield’ had 
been about double that calculated—‘a margin of error not incompatible 
with a totally new weapon’; and (2) because of the results of the ‘fall- 
out’. He said that in spite of efforts to police the ‘warning area’ acci- 
dents had occurred because of ‘inadvertent trespassers’. The wind had 
failed to follow the prediction so that the islands of Rongelap, Rongerik, 
and Uterik had been in the path of the ‘fall-out’. The Japanese trawler 
Fukuryu Maru had escaped detection and according to her skipper 
must have been well within the danger area. Twenty-eight Americans 
and 236 Marshall Islanders had been subjected to ‘fall-out’. He had 
visited the victims and all had seemed well except for two old people 
whose illnesses had nothing to do with the test. The U.S. Government 
would reimburse the Japanese who were receiving medical care. 

Mr Strauss said the tests had brought nearer the day when the Com- 
mission would have satisfied the military requirements of hydrogen 
weapon tests. In answer to a question, he said that the bomb could be 
made ‘as large as you wish, as large as the military requirement de- 
mands’—large enough to destroy any city. (The White House later 
explained that Mr Strauss meant large enough to put any city out of 
commission—not to level it.) 
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Soviet Note to Western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

Soviet Proposal. A State Department official read a statement say- 
ing that the Soviet proposal to consider joining N.A.T.O. if the western 
Powers would join the European security treaty proposed by Russia 
‘inspires no confidence in the face of the continued iron grip of the 
Soviet Union on its captive peoples. It is a manoeuvre to gain admit- 
tance within the walls of the west to undermine its security’. 


U.S.S.R. 19 Mar.—Atomic Energy. Exchange of proposals with 
United States (see United States). 

Turkey. A Note was delivered to the Turkish Embassy warning 
Turkey that her moves towards the creation of a pro-western military 
bloc in the Near and Middle East could not but harm Soviet-Turkish 
relations, and that Turkey must bear full responsibility for the conse- 
quences. It said the proposed pact with Pakistan ‘could not but touch 
upon the security of neighbouring countries’, and its preparation was 
‘closely connected with the military plans of the Atlantic bloc’. 

21 Mar.—Agriculture. Moscow Radio announced that in a speech to 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party on 23 February, Mr 
Krushchev, first secretary of the committee and vice-premier in charge 
of all agricultural Ministries, had censured various high officials for the 
‘sorry state of affairs’ in Soviet agriculture. Those criticized included 
Mr Kazlov, Minister of State Farms, Mr Benediktov, Minister of Agri- 
culture, and Mr Dimitriev, an official of the State Economic Planning 
Board. He criticized in particular the increase of fodder grown at the 
expense of grain crops, the acreage for the latter having decreased by 
2°5m. 

Greece. Tass announced that Russia had protested to Greece against 
the granting of military bases to the United States on Greek territory. 
The protest referred to accelerated construction of an American naval 
and air base on Crete as well as the construction of bases for bomber and 
reconnaissance aircraft on the Greek islands of the Aegean sea located 
along the Crete-Dardanelles line. It said that it was counter to the 
interests of peace for naval and air bases to be built on Aegean islands, 
— according to the peace treaty with Italy, had to remain demilitar- 
ized. 

Netherlands: Soviet protest (see Netherlands). 

23 Mar.—Ukraine. In a speech at the Ukrainian Communist Party 
Congress, Mr Kirichenko, the party’s first secretary, spoke of the need 
for vigilance against the ‘hostile activities’ of the subversive ‘organiza- 
tion of Ukrainian nationalists’. 

25 Mar.—United States. Moscow Radio broadcast the allegation 
that four members of the U.S. Embassy had engaged in espionage 
while travelling by train from Moscow to Khabarovsk in Siberia. 

Spanish Prisoners. As a result of arrangements made by the French 
Red Cross in concert with the Russian and Spanish Red Cross Societies, 
291 Spanish prisoners of war embarked at Odessa for Spain. They had 
been captured while serving with the volunteer Blue Division on th 
tastern front in the Second World War. 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 

26 Mar.—Pravda announced that V. S. Dimitriev had been de- 
prived of his doctorate of biological science. (He was a protégé of 
Professor Lysenko) (see also 21 March). 

Return of lease-lend craft to United States (see United States). 

Note to Iraq re Middle East defence pact (see Iraq). 

28 Mar.—Pakistan. The Government sent to the Pakistan Chargé 
d’Affaires a second Note of protest against the granting of military 
bases to the United States and the ‘inclusion of Pakistan in the military 
bloc which is the tool of the aggressive forces of imperialism’. It said 
that Pakistan’s actions would harm Soviet-Pakistan relations and that 
the responsibility for such a situation rested upon Pakistan. 

31 Mar.—Note to Western Powers. The Government proposed 
in identical Notes to Britain, France, and the United States that the 
Soviet Union and ‘other European countries’ should join the North 
Atlantic Treaty with the object of giving it ‘a really defensive character’ 
and of precluding the possibility of either part of Germany being 
drawn into military groupings. It also renewed the Soviet proposal for a 
European collective security pact and said that the Soviet Union would 
have no objection to the United States joining such a pact. It said that 
in this way an end would be put to rival military groupings of States 
and the ‘especially dangerous réle of German militarism’ in such 
groupings, whereas, under the proposed European Defence Com- 
munity, German militarism would be re-established and the chief role 
assigned to west German armed forces headed by Hitlerite generals 
in spite of the obligations undertaken by Britain, France, and the 
United States concerning the prevention of German re-militarisation. 
The Note also stated that, so long as the destructive power of atomic 
and hydrogen bombs continued to increase, the Soviet Union would 
continue to press its proposals for a general reduction of armaments and 
a ban on atomic weapons and weapons of mass destruction. 

U.S. reaction to Soviet proposal (see United States). 

Price Reductions. Cuts were announced in the prices of bread (5 to 
8 per cent), tea (10 per cent), coffee (15 per cent), and many other com- 
modities. 


WEST AFRICAN DEFENCE CONFERENCE. 18 Mar.—The con- 
ference ended with the signing by all the countries represented, of a 
secret protocol embodying recommendations to be submitted to the 
various Governments concerned. 


YEMEN. 22 Mar.—Aden Government protest on frontier raid (see 
Aden). 


YUGOSLAVIA. 21 Mar.—Church Affairs. Mr Radosavlsevic, 
President of the Government’s Religious Commission, stated that 158 
priests were in prison, mainly for wartime collaboration or hostile 
activities after the war. During 1953, 101 priests had been released, 
eighty-three as a result of clemency. Four Orthodox priests and two 


in 
sp 
c0 
Ri 
ab 
gil 
(T 
rec 
me 
gre 
ref 
pa 
Ur 
sec 
the 
me 
las 
we 
me 
hac 
Rai 
lab 
Api 


— 


18-31 MARCH 1954 221 


Catholic priests had been jailed since 1 January 1954 for distributing 
instructions from their bishops forbidding priests to join Government- 
sponsored priests’ associations. Government financial aid to religious. 
communities during 1953 had amounted to the equivalent of £800,000; 
Roman Catholics in individual bishoprics had received since 1945 
about £340,000. 

Albania. The Foreign Office announced that an agrément had been 
given for the appointment of a new Albanian Minister to Yugoslavia. 
(The respective legations in Belgrade and Tirana were closed in 1950). 

28 Mar.—‘Socialist Party’ Opposition. Foreign correspondents 
received a document purporting to be the communiqué of a clandestine 
meeting in Belgrade at which it had been decided to form an under- 
ground ‘Socialist Party of Yugoslavia’ in opposition to the existing 
regime. Eighteen delegates from eight regional centres were said to have 
participated, twelve of them being still formally members of the legal 
Union of Yugoslav Communists. 

29 Mar.—Communist Conference. Mr Rankovic, the organizing 
secretary, told the fourth plenary session of the central committee of 
the Yugoslav League of Communists, that only twenty-three party 
members had been expelled in connection with the Djilas incident and 
a ‘few dozen’ more subjected to party disciplinary action. Since the 
last session of the congress the party had taken steps to ‘rid itself of 
weak, foreign petty bourgeois and careerist elements’. About 72,000 
members had been excluded and about 25,000 ‘ideologically stronger’ 
had been admitted. The Party’s total membership was 730,000. Mr 
Rankovic announced that in future the party executive would col- 
laborate more closely with foreign Socialist movements. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Apr. 11 Belgian General Election. 
,, 20 East-West Trade Discussions. 


, 25 Argentine Elections for Vice-President and for half the Cham- 
ber and Senate. 


, 26 Conference on Korea and Indo-China, Geneva. 
, 28 British Honduras General Election. 
May 2 Turkish General Election. 
, 18 Irish General Election. 
» 29 Australian General Election. 
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